
the origins of the national bureau of asian research (nbr) date 

back to senator henry m. jackson, who believed that an urgent 

need existed for an institution that would tap the country’s best 

expertise to study asia and russia with u.s. national interests in 

mind.  this nonprofit, nonpartisan institution was established in 

1989 with a major grant from the henry m. jackson foundation. 

informing and strengthening policy in the asia-pacific

the national bureau of asian research



political and security affairs

Innovative, forward-looking policy research on a range 
of Asian political security issues, with a particular 
focus on: 
•	 strategic studies, with the Strategic Asia Program,
•	 China security issues,

•	 U.S. national security, with the Shalikashvili 
Chair, and

•	 politics and leadership through the Pyle Center . 

trade, economic, and energy affairs

Today, three key factors—the rise of China and India, 
the shifting balance of economic power, and Asia’s 
dramatic growth in energy demand—are increasingly 
influencing global markets, the environment, and 
geopolitics. NBR examines these issues by drawing 
on a global network of a specialists to convene high-
level dialogues, and to conduct innovative research 
that results in actionable policy recommendations. 
Core initiatives include: Energy Security Program; 
China’s Strategies on IPR, Technology Standards, and 
Innovation; Pacific Energy Summit; and Maritime 
Energy Resources in Asia.

center for health and aging

Through its publications and initiatives, the Center for 
Health and Aging (CHA) works to advance dialogue 
surrounding critical global health topics such as 
pandemics, nutrition, tuberculosis, and vaccines. 
CHA organizes the Pacific Health Summit, an annual 
Davos-level meeting that brings together global leaders 
from science, industry, and policy. Utilizing emerging 
science and technology, the goal of the Summit is to 
transform global healthcare through the prevention, 
early detection, and early treatment of disease.

expertise on asia

NBR draws upon leading specialists in politics, 
economics, business, energy, environment, 
health, and defense from around the world.  

collaborative approach

NBR regularly collaborates with top research 
and educational institutions around the world to 
ensure the greatest impact.

broad funding

Research funding comes from a wide variety of 
foundations, corporations, government agencies, 
and individuals.

outreach and publications

NBR delivers research and analysis to leaders 
in the public and private sectors through a 
varuety of publications, high-level events with 
key stakeholders, and customized briefings for 
leaders in government and industry. Using the 
www.NBR.org and pacifichealthsummit.org 
websites, email, and social media, NBR draws a 
broad audience to its research and analysis. 

An extensive, interdisciplinary research agenda
congressional outreach

Building on Senator Henry “Scoop” Jackson’s legacy, 
NBR engages in a demand-driven approach to reach out 
to Congress and cultivate relationships on both sides 
of the aisle. Through sustained interaction in a high-
trust, nonpartisan setting, NBR is a go-to resource for 
policymakers needing the most reliable Asia expertise.
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slade gorton international policy center

The Gorton Center honors Senator Gorton’s significant 
contributions to Washington State and the United 
States by sponsoring world-class policy research on 
economics and trade, energy security, and counter-
terrorism and inspiring the next generation of leaders. 
In September 2011, the inaugural 9/11 Conference 
brought together top leaders from policy, academe, 
and industry to assess today’s most pressing terrorism 
threats and to discuss solutions for a more secure world. 

corporate engagement

NBR partners with the corporate community to 
enhance the policy relevance of its work. The 
Chairman’s Council is a select group of corporate 
partners who join NBR to support informed 
analysis on topics of public and private interest 
related to U.S. interests in Asia.

john m. shalikashvili chair in national 
security studies

Named after the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and leader on NBR’s Board of Directors, the John 
M. Shalikashvili Chair in National Security Studies was 
endowed by NBR to advance the study of U.S. national 
security issues and address critical interests in Asia. The 
Chair provides a distinguished scholar or practitioner 
in the national security field with the opportunity to 
inform, strengthen, and shape the understanding of 
U.S. policymakers on critical current and long-term 
national security issues related to the Asia-Pacific.

kenneth b. and anne h.h. pyle center for 
northeast asian studies

Named in honor of NBR’s founding president and his 
wife, the Pyle Center Conducts research on Northeast 
Asia to advance the comprehensive study of the politics, 
security, and economics of the region.

Multifaceted research centers and programs that
provide creative insights on major policy issues

nbr publications

•	 Asia Policy, a peer-reviewed scholarly 
journal

•	 Strategic Asia, an annual edited volume 
that assesses the changing strategic 
environment in the Asia-Pacific

•	 NBR Analysis and the NBR Analysis Brief, 
thought-provoking essays and briefs on 
critical issues affecting the Asia-Pacific

•	 Reports, conference summaries, and other 
papers resulting from NBR projects

•	 Policy Q&As and Commentary on key 
issues

•	 Center for Health and Aging publications, 
including the annual Pacific Health 
Summit Report 
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Drawing upon an extensive network of the world’s leading specialists, NBR bridges the academic, business, and policy arenas. 

NBR reaches out to premier people and institutions around the world from its offices in Seattle and Washington, D.C.


